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International Data Links Society

One Network, One Team

Symposium Background

IDLS2020 is the 20th International Data Links Symposium.

In 2001, the first IDLS was organised in Malvern, UK with the intention of being an open forum — not
dominated by any stakeholder — for data link network communications and interoperability professionals.
Government and industry joined to discuss their programmes and products, their challenges and ambitions.
End users — operators — presented their real-world needs in tactical, logistical and training terms. Acquisition
agencies described programmes and plans intended to meet operational requirements. Industry was given
the opportunity to describe and demonstrate their solutions. Candid discussion was encouraged on all
points.

IDLS2001, with the encouragement of the UK MOD and the US DoD, drew about 125 participants, almost all
from the UK and US. IDLS now attracts between 400 and 600 delegates every year — including many of the
original 125 — from around the world, but the original lofty goal of being a ‘level playing field" has been kept.

While the goal is accomplished through formal, thematic presentation tracks, training tracks, exhibit stands
and cross-nation, cross-company demonstrations, it is generally agreed that the most value gained from
IDLS is the spontaneous, ad-hoc networking that takes place among the delegates. IDLS is a 3-day window
to accomplish a year’s worth of undistracted interaction with colleagues in the data link community including
customers, potential customers, operators, teammates and potential teammates.

Training Day and Masterclasses

For the tenth year running the Symposium will be preceded by a Training Day to be held on Monday 26
October 2020.

The Training Day will be take place in the MCH Herning Kongrescenter, Herning, Denmark. The IDLSoc
Events Team is currently planning on having up to five training courses and corporate members had an
opportunity to submit proposals to run a training course. If we receive more than five suitable proposals, we
will run more than five courses.

We are currently planning on running two Masterclasses and one 101 Course. These are three day courses
and will run on the Thursday 22 October, Friday 23 October and Monday 26 October 2020.

IDLS2020

A foundation of the IDLS success has been the Corporate Packages. The exhibit stands are exhibitors’
venues-within-the-venue to highlight their capabilities and products, but they are also the anchor meeting
places for all delegates for three uninterrupted days.

The range of packages available for IDLS2020 is detailed below. Bronze, Bronze Plus, Silver, Silver Plus and
Gold packages, include paid delegate registrations, hotel rooms and promotional opportunities.

Two years ago the option to have a promotional video was introduced for Bronze, Bronze Plus, Silver, Silver
Plus and Gold packages and based on the success of these the plan would be to do the same this year,
subjected to exhibitors supplying their data within the timescales outlined to ensure the videos can be
produced.
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Dates
Monday 26 October - Thursday 29 October 2020.

Venue

IDLS2020 will be held in the MCH Herning Kongrescenter. Opened
in 1954, the venue is one of Denmark’s most flexible conference
centres that hosts over 300 yearly events including conferences,
congresses and political annual meetings and is able to bring their
considerable knowledge and experience to help ensure IDLS2020 is a
success. The MCH Herning Kongrescenter is located in the center of
the city within walking distance to hotels, car parks and the station.

Located just 40 minutes from the international airports in Billund and
Karup and being less than 20km to the Danish Military Command,
Herning is the ideal place to hold IDLS2019

Hotel Rooms
No hotel rooms will be included in the exhibitor packages or the delegate tickets this year. However, the
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